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The Things We Use:
The Ace Center Book :

The Things We Use:
Low Tech Books:

The Things We Use:
Mid Tech Devices with 32 and 128 cells
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The Things We Use:
High Tech Devices –

3rd grader with autism: Starting with a low tech book
Core Stage 1 Vocabulary:  snack  

Teacher Modeling – VERY IMPORTANT 

Fringe pageCore page
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Kindergarten student: Adapting a low tech book

Core Stage 1 Vocabulary:  snack  
Student Chooses

Core In the Classroom - Preschool
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Core In the Classroom Core In the Classroom What I learned from Kristen’s teacher:

I wanted Core: she wanted Academics
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Kristen: Nonverbal TMR who has used sign until now
Midtech solution with core vocabulary

Academics
Notice:
1. Poor attention
2. Poor understanding of

picture meanings
1. Poor inclusion

Kristen: Nonverbal TMR who has used sign until now
Midtech solution with core vocabulary

Kristen: Nonverbal TMR who has used sign until now
Midtech solution with core vocabulary
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What I learned from Kristen’s teacher:

I wanted Core: she wanted Academics
Kristen: Nonverbal TMR who has used sign until now

Making it fun with Core and Friends

Notice:
1. Increasing Attention
2. Easy understanding of 

concept placement
3. Good inclusion
4. Greater amount of 

conversation

(I-go-stop- happy-
tired-play-eat-
more)

Maddie: Fun with Verbs
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Maddie: A student with Autism
……It’s all about the verbs

Mid tech device with two hits for GO

Notice:
1. Lots of fun
2. Lots of action for a 

few cells
3. Good engagement

Maddie: Fun with Verbs Maddie: Fun with Verbs
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Maddie: Fun with Verbs Maddie: Fun with Verbs Maddie: Fun with Verbs
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Maddie: Fun with Verbs

Joey’s Board Joey: A boy with autism learning language concepts

Mid tech device with 32 cells

Notice:
Learning verb meanings
Learning motor patterns
Single page design
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This time he got it!
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I want eat green. And he gets the Green!
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The high tech device

Vantage Device out of the box –
lots of vocabulary for a student with intact language skills

The high tech device

Proloquoa– lots of vocabulary-less access options

Autism and the high tech device

Unity 1.5 – Core + Fringe Single Hit Single page design
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Maddie : Single Page Design + Motor Planning + speech output
Maddie : A student with Autism

High Tech – simple setup 
The Flexible iPad

TalkBoard – Simple Core for Classroom Use
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The Flexible iPad

Go Talk Now – A Powerful but Simple Tool for Core

Jeffrey: Life and Death Core

Auditory scanning – custom user PRC

Notice:

Ability to switch topics easily

Really hard to do

Each word must pack a punch

Core For Written Communication
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Core For Written Communication Core For Written Communication Core For Written Communication
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Core For Written Communication What the students wrote:

You go shopping.

Yesterday I ate Funyons

We paid money.
Yesterday we ate Skittles

They counted with money.

I tasted crunchy Cheese-Its

Yesterday we bought food.

I eat chips.

They go shopping.

We counted money.

Integration of AAC – The Hardest Part

8 ideas …..
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Make sure the device is charged and available at all times.

Having the device with the student is the first step.

Model use of the device by using it yourself.  

•Ask questions on the device and demonstrate how to make sentences 
and navigate to pages.

• Let other students use it to make choices as well.

Social Greetings:

Give opportunities to use social greetings with peers.
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Build in opportunities to answer questions during all activities.

Morning meeting and snack time are two good starting points.  
Integrate around and within the curriculum.

•It’s school: Teachers need to teach content and
the communication has to fit into
their plans.

Ask Open Ended Questions
Ask questions that begin with “Tell me” or with Wh- words like who and what.

“Tell me where we go next?”
“What do you want?”
“What do you need?” 
“Who do you want to work with?”
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Stop anticipating what the student wants.

•Allow a little frustration in the day.

•Stand back, say nothing, and give the device to the student. 

•Choices can be simple.
(“I want that.”, or “Not want.”, “Go lunchroom.”)

Last Resort: Ask Yes-No Questions. 

•Practice language and comprehension.

•Maintain focus 
The teacher is likely to call on you and you need to have an answer.

Poll Time 

Use the chat box for Questions and Comments

Has this webinar provided you with a guiding 
concept for providing vocabulary that is usable 
for you and your students?
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Many thanks to

Chip Clark, Gail Vantatenhove, John Holloran, Birgit Shipman .

………………………………….and all the students of Spotsylvania County.

Resources:

The Ace Center Communication Book –
http://www.ace-centre.org.uk/index.cfm?pageid=D1342B47-3048-7290-FE30238E9FA6B80B

Vocabulary Lists – Van Tatenhove
http://www.vantatenhove.com/showfolder.php?id=37

Barb Cannon’s TTAC Webshop with materials and a research paper on core vocabulary:
Using Core Vocabulary To Support Nonverbal Students
http://www.ttaconline.org/staff/s_training/s_training_Info.asp?selWebshop=bcannon123200620102pm&selAuthor=bcannon

Barb Cannon’s TTAC Webshop on Literacy for Nonverbal students:
Home Literacy Experiences of Non-Verbal Students.

http://www.ttaconline.org/staff/s_training/s_training_Info.asp?selWebshop=bcannon115200945932am&selAuthor=bcannon

Understanding and using Core Vocabulary with devices  Chip Clark  
contact Chip  - info@assistivetechworks.comor by phone: (703) 307-0744.

Baker, B., Hill, K. & Devylder, R. (2000). Core Vocabulary is the same across environments.  
http://www.csun.edu/cod/conf/2000/proceedings/0259Baker.htm

Balandin, Susan, & Iacono, T. The topics of meal break conversations.  Augmentative and Alternative Communication.

Benajee, M., Dicarlo, C. & Stricklin, B. (2003). Core Vocabulary Determination for Toddlers. Augmentative and
Alternative Communication, 19, 67-73. 

Beukelman, D.(1991). Magic and Cost of  Communicative Competence. Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication, 7, pp. 2-10.

Beukelman, D., Jones, R. & Rowan, M. (1989).  Frequency of Word Usage by Nondisabled Peers in Integrated 
Preschool Classrooms.  Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 5, 243-248.

Boose, M. & Stinnett, T. (1999). Indirect Language Stimulation (ILS): AAC Techniques To Promote
Communication Competence. Paper presented at the Annual Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference.

Cannon, Barbara, A Few Good Words (2005) A Few Good Words: Why Core Vocabulary is Needed to Enhance 
Communication in Non-verbal Students,  www.ttaconline.org

Clarke, Chip, MS CCC/SLP, (2006)  Getting to the Core of It AAC conference, Blacksburg VA

Cross, R., Baker, B., Klotz, L., & Badman, A. Static and dynamic keyboards: Semantic Compaction in 
worlds.  Retrieved June, 2006 from. http://www.prentrom.com/printed/paper.pdf. 

Goossens', C. (1989). Aided Communication Intervention Before Assessment: A Case Study of a Child with
Cerebral Palsy. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 5 (1), 14-26

Research 
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Stubbs, M. (1986). Language Development, Lexical Competence and Nuclear Vocabulary.  Kevin Durkin, ed (1986
Language Development in the School Years. Croom Helm

Van Tatenhove, Gail (2006).  Stop the Madness and Start Communicating. Workshop, Spotsylvania VA.

Yorkston, K., Honsinger, M., Dowden, P. & Marriner, N. (1989). Vocabulary selection: A Case Report. 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 5, pp. 101-108.

Yorkston, K., Dowden, P., Honsinger, M., Marriner, N. & Smith, K. (1988). A comparison of standard and user 
vocabulary lists. Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 4, 189-210.

Research 
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